
  

 

Virginia Hinshaw receives a departing gift from Robert Halferty (r), 
UCDRA president; Richard Walters, UCD Emeriti Association presi-
dent; and Charles Hess (behind Halferty), Retiree Center Advisory 
Committee chair) at the spring meeting of the groups this past May.  
 

President’s Message 
Greetings and a warm welcome to our new members. 
We are pleased to have you with us and will look for-
ward to seeing you at our fall meeting on Oct. 22. The 
Retirees’ Association meetings are always informa-
tive, providing updates on planned Association 
events, programs of particular interest to UC retirees, 
and an opportunity to get together with friends and 
former work associates. 

At  the spring meeting last May, we said farewell  
and expressed our appreciation to Provost and Execu-
tive Vice Chancellor Virginia Hinshaw as she pre-
pared to leave UC Davis and assume her new duties 
as Chancellor at the University of Hawaii. We also 
honored Past President Charles Lacy for his out-
standing service to the Association, and enjoyed an 
excellent program on the future resource needs and 
plans for the campus by Vice Chancellor John Meyer.  

UCD Wrestling Coach Lennie Zalesky (r) introduced wrestling national 
champion Derek Moore at the May UCDRA meeting 

We were pleased to have with us UCD Wrestling 
Coach Lennie Zalesky and varsity wrestling champion 
Derek Moore. Coach Zalesky has done an exemplary 
job in bringing the UCD wrestling program to a high 
level of excellence and national recognition. In March, 
Coach Zalesky was named 2007 Pac-10 Conference 
Coach of the Year. UCD senior Derek Moore in March 
won his division’s NCAA National Wrestling 
Championship, in Michigan, defeating his opponent 
from Northwestern University and becoming the first 
Cal Aggie ever to win a Division I national title in any 
sport. Derek was named Pac-10 Conference Wrestler 
of the Year and is the first Davis wrestler to receive 
this honor.  

Fall Meeting  
Monday, October 22, 2007 

Joint Meeting with the UCD Emeriti Association 
ARC Ballrooms A & B 

 

Social Hour/Refreshments 
2:00-2:30 p.m. 

Program 
2:30-4:00 p.m. 

 

Health and Retirement Benefits 
Mark Esteban 

HRB Policy & Program Design 
Lily Pang 

HRB Health & Welfare Administration 
Joe Lewis 

HRB Retirement Administration 
 

4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Special tour of the new multi-use stadium 

 

Parking is available in Lot 25. Some spaces will be reserved for 
those with limited mobility. 
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Calendar 
Oct. 22—UCDRA fall general meeting 
Nov. 5—UCDRA board meeting 
Nov 11—Veterans Day 
Dec. 3—UCDRA board meeting 
Dec. 15—Fall quarter ends 
Dec. 25, 26—Winter holiday 
Dec. 29, Jan 1—New Year’s holiday 
Jan. 4—Winter quarter begins 
Feb. 4—UCDRA winter general meeting 
Mar. 3—UCDRA board meeting 
Apr. 7—UCDRA board meeting 
May 5—UCDRA spring general meeting 
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We hope to see everyone at the Fall general meet-
ing on October 22. The Fall meeting is always of great 
interest and this year’s program, as in past years, will 
be devoted to a discussion of UC health insurance pro-
grams for the coming year. Staff members of the Of-
fice of the President will give us the results of the 
University’s negotiations involved in selecting the 
health insurance options to be offered in 2008. Ques-
tions will be taken by the Office of the President staff  
after their presentation.  

Immediately following the program, we are invited 
to tour the  new Cal Aggie multi-purpose stadium. 
We’ll be looking forward to seeing you at the meeting. 

 
  

 
Spring ’07 Meeting Highlights 
UCDRA President Robert Halferty opened the spring 
general meeting of the organization with a presenta-
tion of appreciation to Provost and Executive Vice 
Chancellor Virginia Hinshaw, who takes on the posi-
tion of Chancellor of the University of Hawaii, Oahu 
Manoa. Joining Halferty in making the presentation 

were Richard Walters and Charles Hess, president 
and past-president, respectively, of the UCD Emeriti 
Association.  

 “We will always be grateful for your support in 
making the Retiree Center become a reality,” said 
Halferty. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dennis Shimek (l), 
senior associate vice chan-
cellor, presents Charles 
Lacy with the UCDRA 
Past President’s plaque 
 
 
 
 

He then introduced Dennis Shimek, senior associ-   
ate vice chancellor, who presented the UCDRA Past 
President’s plaque to Charles Lacy. 

The UCD head wrestling coach, Lennie Zalesky, 
then introduced UCD wrestler Derek Moore, who had 
recently won the NCAA Division One National 

Retiree Center Report 
From the coordinator, Doreen Barcellona Strnad 
The Retiree Center is now full swing into our second 
year. Our first year was certainly rewarding and 
quite exciting. We created new relationships, new 
events, and new ways for retirees to stay connected 
to the University.  

Some of the Retiree Center’s first year accom-
plishments include launching a web site for the 
Center, developing a mentorship program for 
undergraduates in the TrioO Scholars program, and 
hiring Marjorie Ahl as our staff assistant. We also 
celebrated Picnic Day by participating in the parade 
(despite the torrential 
downpour!) as well as 
hosting our first Open 
House. 

In conjunction with 
the UCD Retirees’ Asso-
ciation, we helped to cre-
ate a new brochure for 
the Association and to 
produce a mass mailing 
to increase the Associa-
tion’s membership by 50 
new members, bringing 
membership up to 150 
annual and 321 life members. In addition, we worked 
together with UCDRA and the UCD Emeriti Associa-
tion to bring back an old favorite, the “Steak Bake,” a 
June evening of dinner and dancing. It was so  
 

 

popular we’ve already scheduled the next one for Sat-
urday, June 7, 2008. We hope to see you there. 

In our second year, we will continue to build upon 
our initial efforts. Not only will we maintain and ex-
pand upon the above list, but, by the time you receive 
this newsletter, we will have hosted an open house 
for University convocation on Sept. 26 (which I hope 
many of you attended). And, you still have time to 
join us for the first Tailgate Party coming up on Sat-
urday, Oct. 13. In addition to these two first-time 
events, we are about to see the debut of the UCDRA 
web site, which we designed and developed. We hope 
it will provide even greater accessibility for our retir-

ees.  
   Marjorie and I look for-
ward to visiting with you at 
the upcoming UCDRA Gen-
eral Meeting on Oct. 22. 
Look for us at the front en-
trance to the ballroom; do 
feel free to introduce your-
self. We truly enjoy getting 
to know the retirees and are 
here to support you and the 
University. You are wel-
come to contact us at (530) 
752-5182 or retireecen-

ter@ucdavis.edu. Thanks for being such great con-
stituents. 
 

 

 

 

Bob Eernisse drives the Retiree Center float in the Picnic Day Pa-
rade. Inside are Bob Halferty, Charles Hess, and Dick Walters 
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Wrestling Championship. He is the first UCD wres-
tler to win an NCAA Division One national cham- 
pionship. Moore not only won the championship, but 
he has been named Pac-10 Wrestler of the Year, said 
Zalesky, who was also named Pac-10 Coach of the 
Year. They presented a video recap of the event. 

The annual election of officers for UCDRA fol-
lowed. 

Gil Apaka, program committee chair, introduced 
John Meyer, vice chancellor for resource 
management on the campus, who spoke on Tour of 
the Future—The Capital Growth and Financial 
Condition at UCD.   

Doreen Strnad, coordinator of the UC Davis Re-
tiree Center, introduced the office’s assistant, 
Marjorie Ahl. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 

This and That 
• New Stadium Tour will follow the fall meeting. 

Join us. 
• Centennial Year for the Davis campus  will be 

celebrated in 2008-09. For details, visit the web 
site centennial@ucdavis.edu. 

• Dennis W. Shimek, senior associate vice 
chancellor, retired this past June after serving 40 
years on the Davis campus. Shimek joined the 
staff on the Davis campus in 1967 as personnel 
officer.  

• The Quarter Century Club will hold its annual 
dinner honoring new members on Thursday, Oct. 
25, at ARC ballrooms A & B. The social hour be-
gins at 5:30 p.m., with dinner at 6 p.m. This year 
202 new members and 25 Half-Century Members 
will be honored. Linda Fairchild is president.  

• John Steinbeck lore has been enhanced a bit as 
the result of personal recollections of the Califor-
nia novelist by Corinne Cooke. In the spring 2007 
issue of The Steinbeck Review, published by the 
Steinbeck Society of America, she tells of her meet-
ings with the novelist at the Monterey, CA airport. 
She was a secretary-bookkeeper for the airport 
manager, and Steinbeck came there with a associ-
ate of his who wanted to learn to fly. During con-
versations with Steinbeck over several weeks, the 
author asked Cooke if she was interested in typing 
his manuscripts for him. She looked at a sample of 
Steinbeck’s handwriting and said she couldn’t read 
a word of it. About that time, he moved to New 
York and she eventually moved to Davis.  
 

2007-08 Officers/Committees 
President  Bob Halferty  (continuing) 
1st Vice-President, 
    President-Elect Gary Schultz (continuing) 

2nd Vice-President Yvonne Marsh 
Secretary  Norma Rice (continuing) 
Treasurer  Carol Kurtz (2nd year of 
    term) 
Immediate Past- 
 President  Charles Lacy 
Historian  Arleen Kasmire  
 

Board Members Beverly Brooks, Aggie  
    Costantini, Lew Dudman,
    Ted Hillyer, Don McNary,
    Jim Wilson 
Committees  
Audit—Jim Wilson 
Benefits—Gil Apaka, Anne Gray, Kay Resler 
By-Laws—Beverly Brooks, Bob Eernisse, Ted 
  Hillyer 
Centennial Planning—Charles Lacy, Bob Ball, 
  Micki Eagle, Arleen Kasmire, Don  
  McNary, Gary Schultz 
Membership—Aggie Costantini, Allean Burton,  
  Carol Kurtz 
Nominating—Gary Schultz 
Program—Yvonne Marsh,  Aggie Costantini, 
  Lew Dudman 
Newsletter Editor—Bob Bynum  
Scholarship—Corinne Cooke, Carol Kurtz 
CUCRA Representatives—Anne Gray, Barbara  
  Nichols, Bob Eernisse (treasurer), Deanna 
  Falge Pritchard (information officer) 
 

Membership Drive Successful 
After receiving a list of recent retirees from the UC 
Office of the President, the campus Retiree Center 
sent out postcards to potential UCDRA members 
 inviting them to respond if interested in our organi-
zation. We had a very encouraging response rate, and 
these individuals were sent letters, along with our 
new UCDRA brochure. As a result we now have 50 
new members, bringing our total membership to ap-
proximately 550. 

This effort was spearheaded by Membership Chair 
Aggie Costantini, along with Doreen Strnad, Retiree 
Center coordinator, and her assistant, Marjorie Ahl, 
and UCDRA members Bob Halferty, Carol Kurtz, 
Bob Ball, Beverly Brooks, Allean Burton, Earlene 
Doss, Arleen Kasmire, and Charles Lacy. 

“We certainly want to extend a warm welcome to 
all of you who are  new members, and urge you to 
introduce yourself during the social gathering  at our  
fall meeting on October 22,” said Costantini. She also 
reminds members that annual memberships are pay-
able in October. Lifetime memberships are $100. 
 

Retiree/Emeriti Noon Talks  
The talks, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., are free at 
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The RETIREE UCD 

The UC Davis Retirees’ Association 
c/o UC Davis Retiree Center ID #RETC 
University of California, Davis 
One Shields Ave. 
Davis, CA 95616 
On the Web: newsletter: UCDRA.ucdavis.edu 
                 Retiree Center: retireecenter.ucdavis.edu 

Meeting Notice 

Monday, Oct. 22, 2007 

2 p.m. 

ARC 

Annual Dues Payable 

International House. Bring a bag lunch; cookies and 
beverages will be provided.  
Oct. 11—Carl Winter: Food Safety—Organic vs. Con-
 ventional Foods 
Nov. 8—Melissa Bain: Behavior and Use of Compan-
 ion Animals 
Dec. 12—Madrigal Singers: Holiday Music from 
 Around the World 
Jan. 10—D. Kern Holoman: Impact of Mondavi Cen-
 ter on the UCD Music Program 
Feb. 14—Dan Mungas: Alzheimer’s Disease 
Apr. 10—Robert Smiley: The Wine Industry 
 

UCDRA Gifts OLLI Students 
Copies of Abundant Harvest: The History of the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, by Ann F. Scheuring, 
were presented to students in an Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute (OLLI) class this past spring. 
Corinne Cooke, a member of the class, taught by Den-

nis Dingemans, suggested that fellow class members 
would benefit from copies of Scheuring’s book for the 
course, Davis—Studying Local History and Sense of 
Place. Board members of the UCD Retirees’ Associa-
tion and the UCD Emeriti Association approved the 
donation. OLLI  is managed by UC Davis Extension.  
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